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Health  Clinic,  Tufts  Receive  $71,000  Grant 

IMPACT  Program  To  Remove  Health  Care  Barriers 


A  $71 ,000  program  aimed 
at  removinn  health  care 
harriers  to  members  of  the 
greater  Boston  Chinese  com¬ 
munity  will  be  undertaken 
by  the  Boston  Chinese  Com¬ 
munity  Health  Service,  Inc. 
(BCCI'S)  and  Tufts  Univer¬ 
sity. 

The  project  will  focus 
on  culture,  race,  and  lan¬ 
guage,  as  well  as  other  ob¬ 
stacles  that  stand  between 
many  of  the  more  than  8,500 
area  Chinese  and  adeguate 
medical  services,  according 
to  officials  from  both  or¬ 
ganizations. 

The  project,  funded  with 
federal  Title  I  money  and 
matching  shares  from  BCCHS 
and  Tufts,  will  be  adminis¬ 
tered  by  William  Leong  of 
Brookline,  a  Ph.O  candidate 
in  sociolooy  at  Tufts.  He 
will  work  with  BCCHS  staff 
members  find  community 
groups  in  implementing  the 


one-year  program. 

Leong  said  he  also  hopes 
to  increase  the  knowledge 
of  available  services  among 
area  Chinese,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  reduce  the 
anxieties  many  of  them  have 
about  Western  medical  prac¬ 
tices. 

One  goal  of  the  program 
will  be  to  increase  the 
delivery  capability  of 

See  Related 
Article,  Page  3 

health  care  facilities 
which  directly  serve  the 
Chinese  community. 

Leong  said  apprehension 
of  Western  drugs  and  loss 
of  body  fluids  were  among 
the  anxieties. 

Although  the  project 
will  use  facilities  in  the 
BCCHS  clinic  in  Chinatown, 


Leong  said  he  will  be  fo¬ 
cusing  on  Chinese  popula¬ 
tions  in  such  areas  as  Bar¬ 
ker  Hi  11 -Fenway  and  "listen 
-Brinhton  as  well. 

BCCHS  and  Tufts  hone  to 
remove  some  of  the  harriers 
to  adeguate  information 
dissemination  through  bi¬ 
lingual  lectures,  leaflet¬ 
ting,  audio-visual  aids, 
and  mass  media  programming. 

Frances  Chang,  chairman 
of  the  board  of  directors 
of  BCCHS,  said  the  grant 
differed  from  typical 
health  services  grants  be¬ 
cause  it  was  not  for  a  spe¬ 
cified  program  or  service. 

The  SA7,nr)0  federal 
share  of  the  grant  was  ob¬ 
tained  through  Program  IM¬ 
PACT  of  Title  I  of  the 
Higher  education  Act  of 
1%5.  The  remaining  share 
will  be  furnished  jointlv 
by  Tufts  and  BCCHS. 

It  was  the  lamest  sin¬ 
gle  grant  bv  the  state-ad¬ 
ministered  Program  IMPACT 
this  vear. 


The  Boston  Chinese  Com¬ 
munity  Health  Services, 
Inc.,  announced  the  selec¬ 
tion  of  Ms.  Virginia  Hamel 
as  Its  new  executive  direc¬ 
tor.  She  took  on  the  posi¬ 
tion  Nov.  15.  (Biographi¬ 
cal  and  other  background 
information  was  not  avail¬ 
able  at  press  time.) 
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Chinatown  Elderly  Speak  Out  at  Meeting 


The  elderly— more  than 
50  strong— spoke  out  and 
pinpointed  some  of  their 
needs  and  problems  at  an 
open  community  hearing  at 
the  Greater  South  Cove  Gol¬ 
den  Age  Center  on  Harrison 
Avenue  Nov.  5. 

"Old  people  are  wordy, 
difficult,  fussy  and  de¬ 
manding...  If  you  hire  young 
people  (to  work  at  the  Gol¬ 
den  Age  Center), they  must 
be  able  to  put  up  with  old 
folks'  ways,"  said  one  el¬ 
derly  woman  In  strong  lan¬ 
guage  cheered  on  by  her  au¬ 
dience. 

The  overflow  meeting, 
which  had  been  called  to 
clear  up  some  misunder¬ 
standing  cropping  up  since 
Ruth  Moy  took  over  as  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Center,  turn¬ 
ed  Into  a  robust  airing  of 
elderly  people's  needs. 

Center  funded  $47122 

The  Golden  Age  Center, 
funded  under  Title  III  of 
the  Older  Americans  Act, 
has  been  budgeted  $47,122 
to  provide  social  and  re¬ 
ferral  services  for  the  el¬ 
derly  of  the  community  In 
areas  of  health,  welfare, 
legal  assistance,  housing, 
surplus  foods  and  trans¬ 
portation. 

It's  a  big  order— and 
those  services  not  Immedi¬ 
ately  nor  visibly  available 
—had  become  a  target  of 
dissatisfaction  and  criti¬ 
cism  by  the  old  people. 

Further  confusing  the 
issue  was  a  false  rumor 
circulating  about  a  budget 
supposedly  exceeding 
$100,000. 

Mrs.  Moy  explained  that 
the  federal  grant  was  for 
$35,341.50  with  matching 


funds  from  the  Committee  of 
Permanent  Charities,  the 
Godfrey  M.  Hyams  Trust,  the 
Herbert  H.  Fletcher  Trust, 
and  the  Cabot  Foundation 
making  up  the  difference. 

Diminishing  Fund 

"It's  a  diminishing 
fund,"  said  Mrs.  Moy, 
pointing  out  that  the 
grant  will  decrease  In  a- 
mount  annually,  with  the 
community  expected  to  sup¬ 
port  the  center.  Fund¬ 
raising  must  eventually  be 
borne  by  the  Golden  Age 
Center,  she  said. 

One  complaint  voiced 
concerned  the  new  $1  mem¬ 
bership  fee  required.  The 
$1  membership  fee,  explain¬ 
ed  Mrs.  Moy,  was  written 
Into  the  federal  grant  pro¬ 
posal  as  a  form  of  communi¬ 
ty  Input,  Input  which  would 
return  to  the  elderly  In 
the  form  of  services. 

While  some  of  the  com¬ 
plaints  seemed  petty  (such 
as  a  complaint  over  a  new 
security  measure,  a  change 
over  of  locks),  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  the  aged  to  express 
themselves  publicly  made 
for  a  healthy  exchange. 

Mrs.  Moy  Indicated  after 
the  meeting  that  she  hopes 
to  have  more  such  gather¬ 
ings  among  the  elderly, 
perhaps  on  a  regular  month¬ 
ly  basis. 

Space  Shortage 

Something  "mumbled  about 
but  not  brought  Into  the 
open,"  said  Mrs.  Moy,  was 
the  shortage  of  space  at 
the  present  location  at  239 
Harrison  Ave.  for  all  the 
Center’s  needs. 

In  addition  to  the  dally 
lunches  provided  to  nearly 


40  people  each  day,  the 
Center  provides  a  basement 
health  maintenance  unit,  a 
surplus  food  distribution 
program,  welfare  assistance 
and  counseling,  and  legal 
aid  assistance. 

A  new  addition  which 
will  arrive  this  month, 
thanks  to  the  federal  grant 
will  be  a  spacious  vehicle 
for  the  Center,  a  van  which 
will  eventually  provide 
transportation  to  and  from 
the  Center  (adhering  to  a 
systematic  bus  route  to  be 
worked  out  later),  as  well 
as  providing  occasional 
outings  and  special  assist¬ 
ance  to  medical  facilities. 

It  was  a  well -attended 
meeting  with  numerous  or¬ 
ganizations  represented, 
and  community  leaders  from 
the  CCBA,  the  Chinese-Amer- 
ican  Civic  Association,  and 
the  Merchants  Association 
present. 
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Chinese  Consolidated  Be¬ 
nevolent  Association  presi¬ 
dent  Bob  Lee  called  for 
harmony  among  the  group. 
He  told  the  audience  not  to 
be  concerned  with  petty 
things  but  to  work  together 
in  solving  more  Important 
matters. 

Lee  said  he  would  work 
to  get  representation  for 
the  elderly  on  the  Golden 
Age  Center's  board  of  di¬ 
rectors.  (Later,  he  also 
promised  to  give  the  Center 
a  new  sign  for  its  facili¬ 
ties). 

Both  sides  (the  old  peo¬ 
ple  and  the  staff)  must 
work  together  at  the  pro¬ 
blems,  the  old  people  must 
help  also,  Shi h  Hing  Lee, 
former  president  of  the 
CCBA,  reminded  the  group. 

The  elderly  would  be 
heard,  however.  After  po¬ 
litely  listening  to  intro¬ 
ductions  and  short  talks  by 
community  leaders,  they  In¬ 
dividually  rose  to  voice 
complaints.  They  were 
cheered  on  and  supported  by 
fellow  senior  members. 

Some  complained  that  all 
the  help  especially  the 
young  people,  should  be  bi¬ 
lingual;  another  reminded 
the  staff  that  they  must 
learn  to  be  patient  and 
more  respectful  of  their 
requests;  another  noted  her 
Inability  to  use  the  tele¬ 
phone;  another  her  diffi¬ 
culty  In  getting  to  the 
doctor. 

Several  times  order  had 
to  be  called  as  voices  rose 
and  loud  muttering  and 
clapping  erupted.  Like 
their  grandchildren,  the 
elderly  are  seeking  an  ac¬ 
tive  and  vocal  part  In  the 
decision-making  process. 


Community,  Tufts  to  Work  Together 
On  Federal  IMPACT  Grant  Program 


IMPACT  is  a  specific 
program  for  nation-wide  al¬ 
location  of  funding  to 
bring  educational  institu¬ 
tions  and  communities  to¬ 
gether, noted  William  Leong, 
administrator  of  the  re¬ 
cently  awarded  IMPACT 
grant. 

Since  Oct.  1  Leong* s 
staff,  which  includes  two 
graduate  assistants,  a 
health  educator,  two  health 
aides  and  several  part-time 
work  study  students,  has 
begun  case  studies  to  de¬ 
termine  the  needs  of  the 
community  regarding  health 
Information.  The  staff  will 
also  develop  programs  to 
meet  those  needs. 

The  recommendations  of 
the  staff  will  be  presented 
to  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  Chinese  Community 
Health  Service  which  will 
establish  the  priorities  of 
the  program. 

A  specific  activity 
which  Leong  anticipates 
will  be  Implemented  is  a 
community  health  newslet¬ 
ter. 

The  newsletter  would 
provide  information  about 
health-related  topics  such 
as  health  Insurance,  health 
resources  and  facilities  a- 
vallable,  explanation  about 
Western  medical  practices 
which  may  seem  strange  and 
incomprehensible  to  many 
Chinese,  and  etc. 

Overseeing  the  activi¬ 
ties  of  the  staff  is  a 
five-member  IMPACT  council 
consisting  of  Virginia 
Hamel,  executive  director 
of  the  Health  Center ;Leong; 
Seymour  Beilin,  chairman  of 
the  department  of  sociology 
at  Tufts  University;  Miles 
Shore,  T-NEMC;  and  Paul 
O'Friel,  director  of  the 


Lincoln  Filene  Center  at 
Tufts. 

Leong,  who  has  been  a 
Massachusetts  resident 
since  arriving  from  Aus¬ 
tralia  at  the  age  of  three, 
received  both  his  bachelors 
and  master's  degrees  in  so¬ 
ciology  from  Boston  Univer¬ 
sity.  He  spent  one  &  a  half 
years  at  Brandeis  Univer¬ 
sity's  Heller  School  doing 
research  on  mental  health. 

In  conjunction  with  his 
studies,  he  has  done  sever¬ 
al  studies  and  papers  on 
Chinatown. 

Leong  was  a  member  of 
the  now  inactive  Chinese  A- 
mericans  for  Tomorrow ( CAT ) , 
a  young  people's  group  con¬ 
cerned  about  the  Boston 
Chinese  community. 

Leong  is  part  owner  of  a 
Cambridge  real  estate  com¬ 
pany  and  Transcontinental 
Corporation, a  local  import- 
export  business. 


Bilingual  Grad  Ass’t 
Needed  On  Staff 

Leong  is  still  looking 
for  a  graduate  assistant, 
preferably  Chinese  and  bi¬ 
lingual,  who  has  an  under¬ 
graduate  or  graduate  degree 
in  sociology  interested  in 
continuing  graduate  stud¬ 
ies. 

Arrangements  can  be  made 
for  that  person  to  work 
part-time  on  Leong 's  IMPACT 
staff  and  attend  Tufts  Uni¬ 
versity  while  working  on 
his/her  Ph.D.  or  master's 
degree,  on  a  partial  schol¬ 
arship  and  work  stipend. 

Anyone  interested  in  ap¬ 
plying  can  contact  Leong  at 
the  Health  Center,  ph  482- 
4451  or  482-4452. 
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Children’s  Mental  Health  Program  for  ’74 


A  program  to  provide 
mental  health  services  to 
children  of  Chinese  ances¬ 
try  In  the  Greater  Boston 
area  will  be  implemented  in 
early  1974,  according  to 
Dr.  Arthur  Mutter,  director 
of  the  child  psychiatric 
unit  of  the  Tufts-New  Eng¬ 
land  Medical  Center  (T- 
NEMC)  Hospital. 

The  National  Institute 
of  Mental  Health  has  re¬ 
cently  approved  a  $260,000 
proposal  for  children's 
mental  health  services  for 
South  Boston,  North  Dor¬ 
chester,  Columbia  Point,  as 
well  as  Chinatown  (South 
Cove  area)  as  designated 
communities  to  benefit  from 
the  overall  program. 

A  unique  exception  for 
the  Chinese  community  was 
made  to  expand  the  usual 
geographical  limits. 

“We  have  been  permitted 
and  even  encouraged  to  pro¬ 
vide  services  not  only  to 
Chinatown,  but  also  to  any 
Chinese  In  the  Greater  Bos¬ 
ton  area,"  Dr.  Mutter  said. 

The  grant,  which  will 
"theoretically"  cover  eight 
years--1s  a  community  ser¬ 
vice  program  with  emphasis 
on  service-oriented,  he 
said,  “It  is  not  a  research 
or  demonstration  project." 

The  program  will  empha¬ 
size  preventive  mental 
health  services  rather  than 
acute  care, said  Dr.  Mutter, 
and  will  be  directed  to 
children,  a  span  ranging 
from  the  newborn  infant  to 
the  late  adolescent. 

Each  of  the  above  men¬ 
tioned  communities  will  be 
served  by  a  children's  men¬ 
tal  health  team  to  consist 
of  a  child  psychiatrist, 
child  psychologist,  social 
worker,  special  educator, 
several  community  aides, 
and  a  part-time  secretary. 


The  first  task  of  the 
team  will  be  to  determine 
the  community's  mental 
health  needs  and  then  be¬ 
come  involved  In  preventive 
programs,  evaluations, 
treatment/service  programs 
and  consultation  to  indivi¬ 
duals  and  agencies  having 
to  do  with  children. 

While  the  team  will  bas¬ 
ically  work  out  of  the 
child  psychiatric  unit  at 
T-NEMC,  it  will  "spend  lots 
of  time  in  the  community." 

"We  want  to  take  the 
services  to  the  natural  en¬ 
vironment,"  he  said.  Dr. 
Mutter  indicated  that  ef¬ 
forts  would  be  made  to  have 
the  team  spend  some  time  at 
the  Health  Center  in  China¬ 
town,  and  perhaps  even  work 
out  of  community  organiza¬ 
tion  headquarters,  such  as 
the  Chinatown  Boys'  Club  or 
the  Chinese  YMCA,  schools, 
churches,  multi-service 
centers,  and  other  local 
organizations. 

The  major  objectives  of 
the  team  basically  are  1) 
to  promote  mental  health 
care  of  the  community;  2) 
to  provide  early  detection 
of  children's  problems;  and 
3)  to  provide  treatment. 

"The  definition  of  men¬ 
tal  health  is  very  broad. 
Some  people  make  the  mis¬ 
take  of  assuming  it  has  to 
do  with  crazy  people  when  a 
vast  number  are  not,  and 
are  far  from  it." 

"Lots  of  emotional  pro¬ 
blems  are  not  psychotic. 
Children  sometimes  have 
phobias,  are  depressed  or 
withdrawn,  pressured  by 
their  peers,"  said  Dr. 
Mutter. 

An  area  he  hope  to  look 
into  is  newborn  babies  and 
child  rearing  practices 
which  effect  the  child's 
social,  emotional  and  in¬ 


tellectual  development.  The 
children's  mental  health 
team,  he  said,  will  also 
try  to  reach  immigrant  fam¬ 
ilies  with  children. 

Dr.  Mutter  is  now  in  the 
process  of  recruiting  team 
members,  preferably  bi -lin¬ 
gual  people.  Anyone  inter¬ 
ested  should  contact  Dr. 
Mutter  at  482-2800,  ext. 
2701  . 

Explorers  Program 
for  Career  & 
Education  Minded 

High  school  students, 
ages  15  to  20,  may  be  in¬ 
terested  in  participating 
in  a  "career  and  education¬ 
al  exploration"  program  now 
being  offered  by  the  Boston 
Children's  Service  Associa¬ 
tion. 

For  those  late  teens 
concerned  about  the  future, 
the  Explorers  is  a  program 
for  discovering  what  you 
want  to  do  and  be,  and  for 
discovering  what  opportuni¬ 
ties  are  available. 

College  and  vocational 
counselling,  tours  of  high¬ 
er  education  institutions, 
specific  information  about 
particular  jobs,  are  some 
of  the  offerings. 

Whether  your  interest  is 
in  commerce  or  industry, 
oceanography  or  broad¬ 
casting,  government  or  mar¬ 
keting  and  sales,  journal¬ 
ism  or  aviation  (a  wide 
range  of  vocations  is  cov¬ 
ered  )--the  Explorers  pro¬ 
gram  can  be  of  help. 

Interested  persons  can 
call  Assuta  Young  at  the 
Boston  Children's  Service 
Assoc,  at  227-3800.  The 
registration  fee  is  $2.50 
for  the  year. 
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Double  Ten  Day 
Important 
Historical  Event 

By  Donald  Chen 

October  10  was  National¬ 
ist  Day  for  the  Republic  of 
China.  But  it  is  an  event 
also  celebrated  by  overseas 
Chinese  all  over  the  world. 

In  Boston  Chinatown  this 
occasion  was  celebrated 
with  great  pomp  and  circum¬ 
stance.  On  the  10th,  the 
Consul  General  from  Taiwan 
hosted  a  cocktail  party  at 
the  Chinese  Merchants 
Building  to  officially  kick 
off  the  ceremonies.  Many 
local  leaders,  both  from 
the  Chinese  community  and 
the  Greater  Boston  area,  as 
well  as  diplomats  from  sev¬ 
eral  other  nations,  were  in 
attendance. 

The  next  Sunday,  Oct. 
14,  a  colorful  and  spirited 
parade  was  staged,  complete 
with  the  traditional  lion 
dance.  Later  that  night  a 
banquet  was  held  in  several 
restaurants  in  Chinatown. 

CCBA  President  Bob  Lee, 
in  his  speech  that  night, 
focused  his  remarks  prima¬ 
rily  on  the  youth.  He  said 
that  the  youth  today  have 
much  to  learn  from  the  rev¬ 
olutionary  spirit.  Lee 
urged  the  young  people  to 
band  together  under  the 
just  principle,  to  support 
the  Republic  of  China  in 
its  efforts  to  recover 
Mainland  China,  and  to  save 
the  suffering  countrymen 
from  the  immensely  deep  wa¬ 
ters  and  heated  fires.. only 
with  this  vigor,  he  said, 
can  the  occasion  project 
significant  meaning. 

The  third  day  of  festiv¬ 
ities  was  a  party  on  Oct. 
17  thrown  by  the  Quong  Kow 


School  for  its  students  and 
staff. 

Oct.  10  is  designated  to 
commemorate  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  the  republic  and 
the  anniversary  of  Wuchang 
uprising,  the  first  suc¬ 
cessful  revolution  which 
eventually  caused  the  over¬ 
throw  of  the  dictatorial 
and  corrupt  Ching  imperial 
dynasty  and  all  dynastic 
administration. 

The  success  of  the  revo¬ 
lution  was  due  to  three 
factors:  the  courageous  and 
Intellectual  leader  of  the 
revolution,  Dr.  Sun  Yat 
Sen;  the  financial  and  mor¬ 
al  support  from  overseas 
Chinese;  and  thirdly,  the 
oppressed  people  who  fought 
to  their  last  breath  to 
seek  relief  from  the  pro¬ 
longed  agony. 

Over  the  past  two  dec¬ 
ades,  the  Chiang  regime  has 
performed  admirably  in 
bringing  the  economy  in 
Taiwan  up  to  a  level  envied 
by  developing  nations 
throughout  the  world.  The 
administration  credits  its 
success  to  the  application 
of  the  "Three  People's 
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Health  Screening 
Available  Free 
December  8, 9, 10 

The  Boston  Chinese  Com¬ 
munity  Health  Services,  Inc. 
is  sponsoring  a  free  health 
screening  and  education 
program  Dec.  8  to  10. 

All  persons  14-years-old 
and  older  are  eligible  for 
the  free  testing. 

Information  and  testing 
will  be  provided  on  diabe¬ 
tes,  hypertension,  dental, 
tuberculosis  (  X  -raying  ) 
nutrition, and  smoking. 

LOCATION:  200  Harrison 
Avenue,  Boston  (across  the 
street  from  the  health 
clinic) . 

TIME: 

Dec.  8,  Sat.  11-4  p.m. 

Dec.  9,  Sun.  11-4  p.m. 

Dec.  10,  Mon.  1-7  p.m. 
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Principles"  espoused  by  Dr. 
Sun. 

Today,  there  are  two 
Chinese  National  Days  cele¬ 
brated  In  October.  (Edi¬ 
tor's  Note:  The  People's 
Republic  of  China— the 
Mainland  China  regime— cel  - 
brates  Its  National  Day  on 
October  1 . ) 

Both  sides,  the  Republic 
and  the  Communist  govern¬ 
ments,  started  at  the  same 
root, through  much  Intrigue, 
blood,  sweat  and  tears,  to 
unify  the  Chinese  people. 


The  heroic  moment,  the 
humanistic  achievements  and 
self-sacrificing  spirit 
should  be  emphasized  In  the 
Revolutionary  history.  It 
should  not  be  forgotten 
that  the  original  revolu¬ 
tionary  objective  was  to 
emancipate  the  Chinese  peo¬ 
ple  from  the  oppression  and 
corruption  of  Incompetant 
government. 


(Editor's  Note:  The  above 
article  does  not  necessari¬ 
ly  represent  the  views  of 
the  SAMPAN  editorial  staff 
or  the  CACA.) 
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CORRECTION 

Stanchen,  Inc.,  Is  co¬ 
developer  of  Quincy  Tower 
elderly  housing  project. 
Stanchen  Is  a  local  con¬ 
struction  firm  which  will 
be  working  with  Jung/Bran- 
nen,  architect  In  charge 
and  co-developer  of  the 
project. 


The  Gung  Ho  club  will 
hold  its  23rd  annual 
Thanksgiving  Day  Dance  on 
Nov.  22  from  8  p.m.  to  1 
a.m.  at  the  Somerset  Hotel 
on  Commonwealth  /We. 


nSr987-65-4320  ii 

J 

. . .  about  your 

Social  Security 


Supplemental  Security  Payments  Start  January  1974 


Late  In  1972  Congress 
passed  and  the  President 
signed  Into  law  very  Impor¬ 
tant  new  social  security 
legislation  which  provides 
for  a  national  program  for 
paying  benefits  to  low  In¬ 
come  men  and  women  who  are 
65-year s-old  and  over  or 
blind  or  disabled. 

This  new  program  will 
replace  present  federal  - 
state  programs  of  public 
assistance  payments  to  peo¬ 
ple  who  are  65  or  older  or 
blind  or  disabled.  Until 
federal  supplemental  secu¬ 
rity  payments  start  In  Jan¬ 
uary,  1974,  state  and  local 
public  assistance  offices 
will  continue  to  make  pay¬ 
ments  In  the  usual  way. 

People  who  have  little 
or  no  regular  cash  Income 
and  who  do  not  own  much  In 
the  way  of  property  or  oth¬ 
er  things  that  can  be  turn¬ 
ed  Into  cash,  such  as 
stocks,  bonds,  jewelry,  or 


other  valuables,  may  get 
federal  supplemental  secu¬ 
rity  Income  payments. 

Under  this  program,  per¬ 
sons  who  meet  national  re¬ 
quirement  for  aid  to  the 
aged,  blind  and  disabled 
will  be  guaranteed  a  basic 
cash  Income— at  least  $140 
a  month  per  person  and  $210 
a  month  for  a  married  cou¬ 
ple.  This  doesn't  mean 
that  every  eligible  person 
will  get  that  much  from  the 
federal  government  every 
month.  The  amount  will  de¬ 
pend  on  how  much  other  In¬ 
come  he  has. 

Even  though  the  Social 
Security  Administration 
will  run  the  new  federal 
program,  supplemental  se¬ 
curity  Income  Is  not  the 
same  as  social  security. 
The  money  to  make  supple¬ 
mental  security  Income  pay¬ 
ments  will  come  from  gen¬ 
eral  tax  funds  of  the  U.S. 
Treasury,  and  not  from 


social  security  payroll 
taxes. 

People  receiving  state 
welfare  payments  do  not 
have  to  do  anything  now  be¬ 
cause  of  the  new  federal 
program.  The  Social  Secu¬ 
rity  Administration  and  the 
states  are  working  together 
to  get  ready  for  the  new 
program. 

Since  no  federal  pay¬ 
ments  can  start  before  Jan¬ 
uary,  1974,  states  will 
continue  to  make  payments 
until  then  under  their  pro¬ 
gram  of  public  assistance. 
So  people  who  need  cash 
help  before  the  end  of  the 
year  should  go  to  their  lo¬ 
cal  welfare  office. 

For  more  Information  a- 
bout  the  new  federal  as¬ 
sistance  program ,Ava  Chung, 
Social  Security  representa¬ 
tive,  Is  available  at  the 
CACA  Multi -Service  Center 
Monday  and  Tuesday  after¬ 
noons  from  1:30  to  5  p.m. 
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POTPOURRI  Urban  Renewal  Bonds  to  Benefit 

- -  Chinatown  Street  Facilities 

★ 


The  Quincy  School  Cor^u- 
nity  Council  will  meet  on 
Tuesday,  Nov.  27,  at  Its 
Headquarters  at  34  Oak  St. 
at  7:30  p.m.  On  the  agenda 
Is  discussion  about  the  up¬ 
coming  groundbreaking  for 
the  proposed  Quincy  School 
Complex.  Plans  for  ground¬ 
breaking  are  tentatively 
set  for  late  this  year. 

* 

The  Boston  Chinese  Cath¬ 
olic  Community  Is  sponsor¬ 
ing  Chinese  classes  In  Can¬ 
tonese  and  Mandarin  for 
children  six  years  of  age 
and  over.  Instruction, 
books,  and  supplies  are 
free. 

Classes  started  In  Sep¬ 
tember  and  will  be  held 
Sundays  at  10  a.m.  at  Holy 
Trinity  Church,  140  Shawmut 
Ave.  Persons  Interested 
should  contact  Father  Tom 
Szellga  at  the  above  ad¬ 
dress  or  call  423-4737. 

* 


Urban  Renewal  Bonds  to¬ 
taling  over  $5.6  million 
have  been  proposed  recently 
by  the  Boston  Redevelopment 
Authority  (BRA)  for  the  im¬ 
provement  of  street  facili¬ 
ties  in  the  South  Cove 
area . 

Of  this  amount,  about 
S4.3  million  will  be  used 
directly  in  areas  in  or  ad¬ 
jacent  to  Boston  Chinatown. 

Improvements  will  be 
made  in  street  pavement 
conditions, street  lighting, 
traffic  controls,  police 
and  fire  alarms,  and  water- 
storm  drain-sewage  systems. 

The  major  hurdle  of 
gaining  approval  from  City 
Council  public  hearings  has 
been  passed,  according  to 
David  Lalima,  BRA  assistant 
project  director  for  the 
South  Cove  area.  Lalima 
said  that  the  next  few 
stages  of  approval  should 
be  no  problem. 

The  proposed  work  is 


part  of  the  South  Cove  Ur¬ 
ban  renewal  Plan  which  be¬ 
gan  in  July,  1965. 

One  Contract  at  SI .4 
million  calls  for  construc¬ 
tion  on  portions  of  Harri¬ 
son  Avenue  (Marginal  Road 
to  Harvard  Street):  Oak 
Street  (Tyler  Street  to 
Harrison  Avenue):  Marginal 
Road  (Harrison  /'-venue  to 
Washington  Street);  Tai- 
Tung  Street;  Johnny  Court; 
and  Maple  Place. 

A  second  contract,  SR. 9 
million,  will  cover  por¬ 
tions  of  Harrison  /'venue 
(Harvard  street  to  Kneeland 
Street);  Kneel  and  ctreet 
(Hudson  Street  to  Washing¬ 
ton  ctreet);  !’snr.  chea 
Road  (Kneel and  Street  to  a 
point  150  feet  south  of 
Kneel  and ) . 

The  remaininn  SI. 3  mil¬ 
lion  will  be  used  for  im¬ 
provements  in  the  Tremont 
Street  area. 


An  Exciting,  Cultural  Neighbor  BCA 


By  Sharon  Soollo 

No  one  nedds  to  be  re¬ 
minded  that  Boston  is  rich 
in  cultural  goings-on,  but 
all  too  often,  the  glamour, 
prestige  and  traditional 
excellence  of  the  city's 
well  established  artistic 
institutions  overshadow 
newer,  equally  worthwhile 
enterprises. 

Nestled  among  the  nine¬ 
teenth  century  brick  build¬ 
ings  on  Tremont  Street  be¬ 
yond  Castle  Square,  the 
Boston  Center  for  the  Arts 
provides  one  of  the  city's 
newest  artistic  endeavors. 
The  Center,  built  on  an 


all-inclusive  conception  of 
the  arts,  houses  art  exhi¬ 
bitions,  a  theater  for  the 
performing  arts,  and  space 
for  classroom  intruction. 

The  Boston  Philharmonia 
Orchestra  recently  perform¬ 
ed  at  the  National  Theater, 
part  of  the  Center's  ex¬ 
panding  complex  of  renova¬ 
ted  buildings.  Michael 
Til  son  Thomas,  principal 
guest  conductor  of  the  Bos¬ 
ton  Symphony  Orchestra  and 
music  ^director  of  the  Buf¬ 
falo  Philharmonic,  conduc¬ 
ted  the  evening's  prooram 
of  orchestral  and  choral 
music . 

November's  Philharmonic 


nuest  conductor  is  Ling 
Tung,  music  director  of  the 
Philharmonia  Orchestra  of 
Philadelphia  and  the  Brand 
Teton  Music  Festival . 

.  Admission  to  various  BCA 
events  is  priced  low.  Tick¬ 
ets  for  next  month's  Phil¬ 
harmonic  performance  run  as 
low  as  S?  for  students.  The 
most  expensive  tickets  sell 
for  c5. 

The  Center's  location 
and  wide  artistic  scone 
have  a  nreat  deal  to  offer 
Boston,  especially  the  sur- 
roundinn  neighborhood.  In 
its  conception,  execution 
and  location,  RCA  is  one  of 
Poston's  most  excitinn  de¬ 
velopments  in  recent  vears. 
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Being  Chinese.  What  Does  It  Mean? 


BY  CHOU  SID  LING 

BEING  CHINESE  MEANS: 

. . .1  am  a  melting  pot 
for  the  two  most  powerful 
and  beautiful  cultures(East 
and  West)  in  existence  to¬ 
day; 

. . .1  cultivate  a  bi-cul¬ 
ture; 

...The  longevity  and 
richness  of  my  heritage 
breeds  an  air  of  ethnocen¬ 
tric  smugness  within  me. 

"Who  am  I?"— a  question 
of  identity  plagues  all  of 
us.  For  those  of  us  who  are 
Chi nese-Ameri cans  caught  in 


the  web  between  East  and 
West,  between  the  tradi¬ 
tional  life  style  of  our 
parents  and  the  more  lib¬ 
eral  contemporary  -life 
styles  of  White  America,  we 
must  all  answer  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  "What  does  it  mean 
to  be  Chinese?" 

The  above  comments  rep¬ 
resent  a  few  of  the  diverse 
responses  to  that  question. 
This  reporter  made  an  in¬ 
formal  random  survey  of 
predominantly  young  (ages 
ranging  from  19  to  28)  Chi  - 
nese-Americans ,  most  of 
whom  are  college-educated 


and.  living  in  different 
parts  of  the  United  States. 
The  results  of  that  survey 
are  both  revealing  and  in¬ 
teresting. 

The  concern  about  iden¬ 
tifying  one's  Chineseness 
manifests  itself  in  three 
areas:  pride  in  being  Chi¬ 
nese,  a  concern  for  indi¬ 
viduality,  and  cultural  so¬ 
cialization  and  integration 
into  American  society. 

A  mid-Westerner  noted:- 
"I  would  not  change  my  Chi¬ 
nese  heritage  for  anything 
in  the  world."  While  a  New 
Englander  said,  "As  far  as 
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Being  Chinese  Means... 


COUT.  FROM  Pg.  0 

being  Chinese,  I  am  proud 
of  it.  I  know  that  we  have 
a  lot  to  offer  this  world." 

Pride  exudinn  from  Chi- 
nese-Ameri cans .  Another 
from  the  Southwest  said, 
"I'm  proud  to  be  Chinese, 
proud  of  my  heritaae  and 
proud  of  the  many  centuries 
of  priceless  culture  behind 
it." 

Many  felt  individuality 
to  lie  important  in  evalua- 
tinq  oneself,  even  in  terms 
of  heinn  Chinese. 

"The  bus  was  crowded.  So 
I  not  up  to  qive  my  seat  to 
an  elderly  lady  who  thank¬ 
ed  me  and  asked  me  if  I 
were  Chinese.  The  elderly 
lady  went  on  about  how  po¬ 
lite  the  Chinese  people 
were.  I  could  feel  every¬ 
one's  eyes  on  me. 

"I  didn't  nive  up  my 
seat  because  I  am  Chinese., 
but  because  as  an  individ¬ 
ual  I  wanted  to  qive  it," 
relates  a  native-born  East 
Coast  qirl  . 

Avoiding  labels  and  gen¬ 
eralities  of  "Chineseness" 
is  what  some  are  doing. 

One  male  commented  "Eve¬ 
ry  man  is  unique  in  him¬ 
self.  An  individual  is  a 
beautiful  thinn." 


nn  net.  7  the  Boston 
Catholic  Chinese  Holy  Trin¬ 
ity  Church  at  140  Shawmut 
Ave.  held  a  fund-raising 
raffle  which  yielded  f.5712. 
The  proceeds  will  help 
charitable  causes  in  the 
Chinese  community,  said 
Father  Tom  Szelina. 

The  raffle  prize,  a  trip 
to  San  Francisco,  was  won 
by  So  Kwong  Choi  of  Hew 
Garden  Restaurant,  250 
Chestnut  St. ,  Needham. 


Still  difficult  for  Chi¬ 
nese  from  overseas  who  set¬ 
tle  in  the  U.S.  is  the  pro¬ 
blem  of  culture  socializa¬ 
tion.  The  first  few  months, 
and  maybe  years,  are  diffi¬ 
cult. 

A  Chinese  male,  1 ivinq 
in  the  South,  had  this  sto¬ 
ry  to  tel  1  : 

"I  was  forced  to  commu¬ 
nicate  in  a  language  com¬ 
pletely  different  than  the 
one  I  first  learned. . (it) 
was  a  nightmare.  I  could 
see  the  teacher's  lips  vi¬ 
brate,  but  was  frustrated 
in  trying  to  make  out  what 
she  said.  During  the  days, 
I  seriously  considered  no- 
ing  back. . " 

Other  thoughts  about  be¬ 
ing  Chinese  follow: 

"I  am  proud  of  my  cul¬ 
ture,  both  Western  and 
Eastern.  I  abstract  the 
best  from  both." 

"Being  Chinese  in  Ameri¬ 
ca  enables  us  to  bring  our 
parents'  culture  and  our 
peers'  culture  together  in¬ 
to  a  harmonious  one  philos¬ 
ophy  which  is  uniquely  our 
own . " 

"I  have  observed  that 
many  Chi nese-Ameri cans  are 
still  isolating  themselves 
into  a  society  of  their 
own . " 

But  another  answered,  "I 
do  not  exclude  myself  from 
the  society  around  me.  Be¬ 
cause  of  my  Chinese  heri¬ 
tage  and  culture,  I  am  more 
able  to  appreciate  the  sim¬ 
ilarities,  the  differences, 
and  the  uniqueness  of  many 
cul tures . " 

What  does  it  mean  to  be 
Chinese?  A  difficult  ques¬ 
tion,  or  as  one  answered: 

"Being  Chinese  means  too 
many  things  for  an  easy  an¬ 
swer  or  even  a  short  answer 
or  even  a  complete  answer." 


CHINESE 
HEALTH  CLINIC 
Schedule 

The  Boston  Chinese 
Community  Health  Ser¬ 
vices  ,  Inc. ,  located  at 
199  Harrison  Ave., Boston, 
provides  medical  care  for 
Chinatown  residents.  Be¬ 
low  is  a  clinic  schedule 
of  special  health  ser¬ 
vices. 

Persons  should  call 
ahead  for  appointments. 
Call  482-4451  or  482-4452 

ADULT  MEDICINE _ 

Mondays,  6-9  p.m. 
Wednesdays,  9  a.m.  to 
noon. 

PEDIATRICS _ 

Tuesdays, 9  a.m. to  noon 
Thursdays,  1-4  p.m. 

OBSTETRICS  & 

GYNECOLOGY  _ 

Mondays  ,T- 4  p.m. 

FAMILY  PLANNING 
COUNSELING _ 

Wednesdays,  1-4  p.m. or 

by  appointment 

CHEST  (TB)  CLINIC _ 

Tuesdays,  6-9  p.m. 

PSYCHIATRY _ 

Fridays, 9  a.m.  to  noon 

SOCIAL  SERVICE  & 

HEALTH  EDUCATION _ 

Monday  to  Friday 
9  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 


English  classes  are  now 
being  taught  at  the  Mary- 
knoll  Sisters  Center  on  78 
Tyler  St.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  call  :  482-2949. 

The  classes  are  taught: 

Monday-Friday : 

9  to  11  a.m.  1  to  3  p.m. 

5  to  6  p.m.  7  to  8  p.m. 

Mondays,  Wednesdays  and 

Thursdays : 

8  to  9  p.m. 
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‘ten  days 
with  my 

quarter 
of  humanity’ 

A  Return  Trip 
to  Mainland  China 

Editor's  Note:  Gene  Tong, 
former  chairman  of  the  CACA 
Adult  Education  Committee 
and  Newton  resident,  spent 

10  days  last  summer  visit¬ 
ing  Canton.  This  is  Part 

11  of  his  story,  as  he  ar¬ 
rives  in  Kwangchow  from 
Hong  Kong. 

By  Gene  Tong 


One  striking  change  that 
became  apparent  to  me  as  we 
got  off  the  train,  was  the 
complete  absence  of  "the 
water  people".  The  water 
front  along  the  Pearl  was 
once  full  of  a  group  of  ab¬ 
original  people  who  spent 
their  entire  lives  on  the 
water.  Their  livelihood  use 
to  depend  on  the  commerce 
for  which  Kwangchow  was 
known. 

With  such  a  complete 
change  in  the  character  of 
the  Chinese  society  in  1973 
I  suppose  it  should  not 
have  been  surprising  to  me 
that  the  need  for  the  sam¬ 
pan  was  gone.  I  was  later 
told  that  the  old  "water 
people"  were  given  apart¬ 
ments  on  shore  and  are  now 
integrated  with  the  rest  of 
the  population. 

The  old  floating  restau¬ 
rants  that  once  served  the 
tourists  and  gourmets  alike 
had  also  gone  out  of  exist¬ 
ence. 


China  today  is  striving 
to  industrialize  and  has 
had  to  give  up  some  of  the 
luxuries  that  once  served 
only  the  upper  classes. 
This  austerity  set  the  tone 
of  what  I  was  to  see  during 
the  ten  days  of  my  visit. 

China  today  is  a  very 
tightly  organized  society. 
To  stay  even  overnight  in  a 
different  part  of  the  city, 
one  must  register  with  the 
local  district  constab¬ 
ulary. 

Kwangchow  is  a  city  of 
four  million  people.  Mass 
migration  from  the  rural 
areas  would  surely  immobi¬ 
lize  the  city. 

It  is,  I  think,  through 
this  kind  of  control  that 
the  city  can  maintain  its 
sanity. 

Already,  the  buses  are 
extremely  crowded.  The 
traffic  jam  on  the  Pearl 
Bridge  due  to  thousands  of 
bikes  pushed  by  their  "rid¬ 
ers"  reminded  me  of  Bos¬ 
ton's  Mystic  (Tobin)  Bridge 
during  rush  hours.  Other 
than  bikes  and  public  buses 
there  were  few  other  kinds 
of  vehicles,  except  for  a 
fleet  of  brand  new  Toyota 
sedans  that  served  as  taxis 
for  hire  and  catered  mostly 
to  visitors. 

The  buses  were  all  made 
locally  and  were  as  good  in 
quality  as  any  made  else¬ 
where.  Fares  on  these  buses 
were  very  cheap,  half  an 
hour's  ride  (about  5  miles) 
cost  about  5<t  (U.S. ).  I 
heard  that  one  can  now  ride 
a  bus  to  many  remote  rural 
places--places  which  were 
accessible  only  by  foot  be¬ 
fore. 

China  for  many  centuries 
was  a  country  made  up  of 
many  isolated  parts  where 
many  dialects  were  spoken. 
Attempts  had  been  made  in 


the  past  to  unify  the  spo¬ 
ken  language.  Today  Manda¬ 
rin  is  truly  the  national 
'  language  more  than  ever  be¬ 
fore.  One  of  the  reasons 
for  this  achievement  is  the 
assignment  of  the  work 
forces  to  different  parts 
of  the  country.  Southern¬ 
ers  are  assigned  to  the 
North,  and  northerners  to 
the  South,  etc.  Regional 
differences  are  also  elimi¬ 
nated,  too,  I  suppose.  It 
seems  that  this  is  the  way 
the  government  is  attempt¬ 
ing  to  "homogenize"  the 
population.  I  did  feel  a 
little  bit  of  that  national 
unity  which  had  been  con¬ 
stantly  preached  during  my 
childhood  school  days. 

The  public  facilities  in 
Kwangchow  seemed  well  e- 
quipped  and  maintained. 
There  are  public  parks  in 
many  parts  of  the  city. 
The  zoo  in  the  outskirts  of 
the  city  is  equal  to  or 
better  than  many  in  the 
U.S.  and  admissions  are 
typically  cheap.  The  zoo, 
for  example,  cost  the 
equivalent  of  two  U.S. 
cents.  Movie  houses  show¬ 
ing  documentaries  and  so  $©r4h 
cost  about  the  same.  There 
was  a  very  nice  park  that 
contained  a  lake  for  boat¬ 
ing,  -three  very  modern  0- 
lympic-size  swimming  pools, 
etc .y for  free. 

The  paths  that  wind  a- 
round  the  hills  inside  the 
park  were  all  paved.  Part 
of  the  pavement  was  made  up 
of  tomb  stones,  probably 
from  the  Ming  and  Ching 
dynasties,  or  the  early  Re¬ 
public  years. 

This  account  will  be  con¬ 
tinued  in  next  month's 
SAMPAN. 
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